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Mary, Mother of Our Lord
August 15

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 61:7-11

A reading from Isaiah.

7Because their shame was double,
 and dishonor was proclaimed as their lot,
therefore they shall possess a double portion;
 everlasting joy shall be theirs.

8For I the LOrd love justice,
 I hate robbery and wrongdoing;
I will faithfully give them their recompense,
 and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.
9Their descendants shall be known among the nations,
 and their offspring among the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge
 that they are a people whom the LOrd has blessed.
10I will greatly rejoice in the LOrd,
 my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
 he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
 and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
11For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
 and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord GOd will cause righteousness and praise
 to spring up before all the nations.

The word of the Lord. or Word of God, word of life.

PSALMODY:  Psalm 34:1-9

First reading  Isaiah = eye-ZAY-uh
Today, we hear God’s promises to all those who suffer injustice as explicitly applicable to the virgin 
Mary. Verses 7–9 come from the promising voice of God. Verses 10–11 come from the voice of the one 
richly blessed. (Notice how verse 10 anticipates the Magnificat, the song of Mary that is recorded in the 
gospel.) The words of blessing should carry a tone of authority. The words of the one blessed ought to be 
characterized by great joy.
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SECOND READING:  Galatians 4:4-7

A reading from Galatians.

4When the fullness of time had come, 
God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 
5in order to redeem those who were under the law, 
so that we might receive adoption as children. 
6And because you are children, 
God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
crying, “Abba! Father!”
7So you are no longer a slave but a child, 
and if a child then also an heir, through God.

The word of the Lord. or Word of God, word of life.

GOSPEL:  Luke 1:46-55

The holy gospel according to Luke.

46Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord,
 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
 Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
49for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
 and holy is his name.
50His mercy is for those who fear him
 from generation to generation.
51He has shown strength with his arm;
 he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
 and lifted up the lowly;
53he has filled the hungry with good things,
 and sent the rich away empty.
54He has helped his servant Israel,
 in remembrance of his mercy,
55according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
 to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

The gospel of the Lord.

second reading  Galatians = guh-LAY-shuns Abba = AH-buh
“God sent his Son, born of a woman” (Mary, mother of our Lord!) to redeem us and adopt us as God’s own. 
Because we have become God’s children we may address Almighty God with a child’s affectionate nickname 
(“Abba” = Daddy!). The final verse summarizes this wonderful reality and requires a voice of great conviction.

gospel  
Familiarity breeds . . . caution in the careful reader. Rediscover the wonder of the words of Mary’s song. Use 
it devotionally in the days before the celebration. Help the hearer sense Mary’s ecstatic reaction again—for 
the first time.

lesser festivals and occasions 
 
From Lectionary for Worship Year A Study Edition © 2007 Augsburg Fortress. Citations from Revised Common Lectionary © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts. Scripture quotations from NRSV Bible © 
1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. May be reproduced with a SundaysAndSeasons.com subscription for nonsale local use by worship leaders.

 




